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Friendships — Understanding the Differences

A. Different Kinds
1. Friendships of Pleasure
2. Friendships of Association
3. Friendships of Necessity
4. Friendships of Affection
5. Friendships of Kindness

B. Friendships of Pleasure

1. These are friendships with others with whom we enjoy spending time
and with whom we share similar interests, hobbies or forms of
recreation.

C. Friendships of Association

1. These types tend to be work related or the result of being involved in
the same organization, sports league or other specialty group.

D. Friendships of Necessity

1. These types of friendship are usually formed as the result of being
brought together through a shared or related crisis. Such as,
emergencies, life-threatening situations, personal tragedies and other

such things.

a) Proverbs 27:10 NKJV
“Do not forsake your own friend or your father’s friend, nor go
to your brother’s house in the day of your calamity; Better is a
neighbor nearby than a brother far away.”
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E. Friendships of Affection

1. These types of friendships tend to be far richer and deeper than the
other types, due to their degree of intimacy and trust. Often resulting
in lifelong relationships. They are intentional and deliberate rather

then coincidental.

2. Jesus referred to this type when He said,

a)

John 15:15-16a (The Living Bible)

15 I no longer call you slaves, for a master doesn’t confide in his
slaves; now you are my friends, proved by the fact that I have
told you everything the Father told me. 16 “You didn’t choose
me! I chose you! ...

(1) I have called (you friends); Gk. eipnka, ®have calledQperfect
tense, active voice, indicative mood

3. David and Jonathan

a)

b)

1 Samuel 18:1, 3-4 NLT 1996

1 After David had finished talking with Saul, he met Jonathan,
the king's son. There was an immediate bond of love between
them, and they became the best of friends. ... 3 And Jonathan
made a special vow to be David's friend, 4 and he sealed the pact
by giving him his robe, tunic, sword, bow, and belt.

(1) 1Samuel 18:1b, 3 NKJV
@& the soul of Jonathan was knit to the soul of David, and
Jonathan loved him as his own soul. E 3 Then Jonathan and
David made a covenant, because he loved him as his own

soul®

1 Samuel 20:17 NLT
And Jonathan made David reaffirm his vow of friendship again,
for Jonathan loved David as much as he loved himself.

4. Friendship of the deepest kind
a) John 15:13 (NKJV)

Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for
his friends.
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F. Friendship of Kindness

1. This type of friendship is when we show friendship to someone with
whom we have had no previous connection or relationship, in order to
demonstrate love, mercy or kindness.

2. Such as, the Good Samaritan

a) Luke 10:30-34 (NKJV)
30 Then Jesus answered and said: “A certain man went down
from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, who stripped
him of his clothing, wounded him, and departed, leaving him
half dead. 31 Now by chance a certain priest came down that
road. And when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 32
Likewise a Levite, when he arrived at the place, came and
looked, and passed by on the other side. 33 But a certain
Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was. And when he
saw him, he had compassion. 34 So he went to him and
bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine; and he set him
on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him.

b) Matthew 9:10-13 (NKIJV)
10 Now it happened, as Jesus sat at the table in the house, that
behold, many tax collectors and sinners came and sat down with
Him and His disciples. 11 And when the Pharisees saw it, they
said to His disciples, “Why does your Teacher eat with tax
collectors and sinners?”” 12 When Jesus heard that, He said to
them, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but
those who are sick. 13 But go and learn what this means: ‘I
desire mercy and not sacrifice.” For I did not come to call the
righteous, but sinners, to repentance.”

G. A Sure Principle

1. Proverbs 18:24 NKJV
“A man who has friends must himself be friendly, but there is a friend
who sticks closer than a brother.”
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